
BMSGH Bromsgrove
Branch Briefing

Editor: Mike Fisher      September 2010

Tuesday 14th September at 7.45 p.m.
“Research Evening with Society Resources

and Indexes”
- supplied by the Society and our own members.

Come along and search a wide variety of resources many of which will 
be computerised - with printers available to record the results. Other
information will be in written (book) form and fiche.
Fiche readers will be available for use.

The following Resources will be available for consultation –
Census material from 1841 to 1901 for Worcestershire, Warwickshire, Herefordshire,
with some earlier local Bromsgrove material.
1881 Census for the whole country.
Street and Trade directories from 1879 to 1934 for Birmingham and
Worcestershire (Pigots, Wrightsons, Post Office, Kelly’s)
The National Burial Index
Marriage indexes 1776 - 1837 for Warwickshire, Staffordshire and Greater 
Birmingham
Worcestershire Burials 1600 – 1900
Worcestershire and Staffordshire Monumental Inscriptions
Parish Registers Halesowen, Old Swinford and St Martins Birmingham
Strays Index for Worcestershire, Warwickshire and Staffordshire.
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On a birth certificate did you know that.
The surname of the child has only been entered since 1 April 1969.
(which can be any surname the parents choose)
Until 1969 the surname of both mother and father are indexed if they are entered on 
the certificate (i.e. they are not married)
Elizabeth Jones otherwise Smith implies an alias.
Before 1875 the mother was allowed to name any man as the father, he was not 
required to acknowledge paternity.
If the father of the child was dead when the birth was registered the word “deceased” 
should be appear after his name. 
p.t.o.



If a time of birth is given it is an indication of multiple births but if only is born alive 
no time is given.
The maiden name of the mother appears in the index since September quarter 1911.

On a marriage certificate did you know that.
On the remarriage of a widow previous marriage surnames should be included along 
with the maiden name but only the last married name appears in the index.
Witnesses can be minors as long as they appear to be “of credible age”
Between 1858 and 1952 a divorced bridegroom should be described as “the divorced 
husband of ...”his former wife's maiden name. A divorced bride is “the divorced wife 
of ...”. Since 1952 the condition of the divorcee is “previous marriage dissolved”. 
A divorced woman must remarry under the surname she is then known, which may 
not be her earlier marriage name or her maiden name.
When an adopted child marries the father's name can be the adoptive or natural 
father.

On a death certificate did you know that.
In the case of a legitimate child under school leaving age the name of the father 
should be given in the occupation column. From 1 April 1982 the name of the mother 
is also entered. 
From 1 April 1969 the maiden name of a married woman is given.
From 1874 a doctor's certificate is needed
You may not destroy,deface,injure or falsify the register or a certified copy under 
various statutes.

Program

The Cranes Foot
Genealogy through the ages
Speaker Mike Sharp

Family history did not start with 'Who Do YouThink You Are' or even the internet. In 
fact, people have been recording their ancestry in one way or another for hundreds of 
years. In this talk Mike will be tracing the development of genealogy from medieval 
times through to the present day. Do you know about the heralds' visitations, the 18th 
century peerage volumes, or the formation of county record offices? And what has a 
crane's foot got to do with it? – come along and find out!

Regards

Mike Fisher


